Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
St. Anthony the Great Orthodox Church
Wednesday August 9, 2017
IN ATTENDANCE
Fr. Leo Poore

Jenée Blanco

Jeff Bryant
Mark Freemyer
Tina Gilson
Helen Kaye

Scott Smith

Jerry Troy

Taylor Troy 
I. Opening Prayer and Call to Order

a. The meeting was called to order at 7:38 p.m. with the singing of “Oh Heavenly King” 

II. Reading of the Parish Council Oath of Office: Jerry Troy
III. Review and Acceptance of Last Month’s Minutes 
A. Tina Gilson made a motion to accept the July 2017 Minutes. Scott Smith seconds the motion and all were in favor. 

IV. Financial Report 
A. Donations for July met our projected budget with a net monthly gain. 

B. Mortgage balance is now less than $10,000.00.

V. Priest’s Report
A. Aimee Arroyo was chrismated as Anna.

B. Richard Tausch is back home and in stable condition.

C. Archbishop Alexander is booked through the end of the year. The council suggests that Fr. Leo approach His Grace’s Office about a visit in conjunction with St. Anthony’s 40th Anniversary in January 2019.
VI. New Business

A. Sound System
a. Dr. Donald Jenkins has identified a parishioner who is willing to donate money for the purchase of a wireless sound system for use in the temple.

b. Fr. Leo agrees that there are certain spots within the temple where the sound quality is not optimal. 
c. Suggestion was made to inform the anonymous benefactor about the parish’s other financial needs for their consideration; however, the council approves of their further research into cost.

d. The topic will be tabled as old business for discussion at next month’s meeting.

B. Committee Reports

a. Church School: Reader Benjamin has stepped down and the parish is now seeking a new coordinator.

b. Brotherhood: Continues to maintain the church grounds.

c. Sisterhood: Planning a fundraising BBQ on Saturday September 9. Tickets are now on sale for cash only.
d. Building Committee: Met once to assign tasks. A bid was received from Advanced Flooring to repair the damaged areas in the temple and sanctuary and to also re-condition the temple and fellowship hall flooring. The council directed the committee to forego the re-condition and pursue the repairs and to also add the repair of the Fellowship Hall flooring.
e. Teen Group: Meeting conducted. Jenee Blanco has assumed the position as the group’s new advisor.
VII. Old Business
A. Annual Meeting

a. All committee reports to be submitted to Vice Warden Jerry Troy no later than August 15.

B. HVAC 
a. New unit installation completed. Building Committee pursuing punch list completion.

C. Orthodox Coffin
a. The coffin is currently stored within the Jennifer Baine’s garage.

b. The manufacturer recommends storing the unit in a climate controlled area.

c. The council will seek a storage location other than the Baine’s garage.

D. Fundraiser Committee 
a. This topic should be addressed at the Annual Meeting.
E. Speaker Lectures
a. Jerry Troy has not received any communication from our possible podcaster and speaker.

b. A podcast viewing will be scheduled for Saturday, 9/2 at 5p at St. Anthony.

c. A second date will be pursued a date during the Nativity Fast for a second Saturday afternoon. 

F. Maintenance List
a. Boulder Construction has requested that they be removed as the church’s maintenance contractor.

b. Committee has contacted the HPO and received a recommendation for a window restoration contractor and awaiting a bid.

c. Crawlspace sump pump bid has been obtained at $20,000+.

d. The parapet now requires reseal.
F. Parking Lot Improvement 

a. Building Committee contacted DAG to create new plan. DAG cannot handle a completely new set of plans and recommended hiring an engineer and landscape architect to produce a set of plans that will meet the city requirements.
b. Building Committee has reached out to several contractors to obtain a rough order of magnitude cost estimate for a completely new parking lot that can be presented at the Annual Meeting.

c. Council directs the committee to get a similar estimate for improving the lot with the minimal requirement to provide safe parking. 

G. 100th Anniversary (April 2018)
a. The application for inclusion into the city’s 300th Anniversary events calendar has been submitted to the City of San Antonio with the St. Anthony event set for Saturday, April 28 from 11a – 5p.

b. St. Anthony’s Fiesta Medal design have been submitted by two parishioners (Aidan Blanco and Donna Freemyer).

c. Tina Gilson wants to form a committee to select final design. 

H. St. Anthony 40th Anniversary (January 2019) 
a. Parish is still seeking a committee chair.
I. Long Term Plan (New Fellowship Hall 2020) 

a. No change.
VIII. Other Business 
A. Thanksgiving Prayers after Divine Liturgy
a. The prayers will now become a part of the end of the liturgy to help encourage the faithful’s participation and to refrain from conversation in the temple. 

b. Helen Kaye suggested that the epistle and gospel readings be printed in the bulletin in Russian to provide the eastern European faithful something to read as a method to keep talking to a minimum after communion.

IX. Upcoming Events
A. Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos: Monday, August 14, Vesperal Liturgy, 630p.

B. Next Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday, September 13 after Daily Vespers.
X. Closing Prayer
A. The meeting was adjourned at 9:35p by the singing of “It is Truly Meet”.
Accepted by:
_______________________________

________________________________
Very Rev. Fr. Leo Poore                


Jennifer Baine 
Priest






Warden
